
Minutes of the Cross-Party Group on Faith meeting 

Criminal justice: Do prisons work? 

Wednesday 9 January 2019 from 12.00 – 13.15 in the Media Briefing Room, The Senedd 

Present: 

1. Abdelati Fergani, HMP Cardiff 
2. Ahmed Alsisi 
3. Ainsley Griffiths, Church in Wales 
4. Alan Andrews, Director, Chooselife UK 
5. Alun Davies AM 
6. Andrew Davies, Hope Pontypridd 
7. Andrew Misell, Alcohol Concern Cymru 
8. Andrew Thomas, HMPS Cardiff 
9. Archbishop John Davies, Church in Wales (speaker) 
10. Carol Wardman, Church in Wales 
11. Caroline Jones AM 
12. Curtis Shea, Office of Darren Millar AM 
13. Darren Millar AM (chair) 
14. David Emery MBE, The Salvation Army (panellist) 
15. David Forward, Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints 
16. Dawn Tilt, HMP Parc 
17. Dilwar Ali, Cardiff Council (Councillor) 
18. Gethin Rhys, Cytûn 
19. Jim Stewart (note-taker) 
20. John M Evans, TSSF Wales 
21. Jonathan Jones, Welsh Governor (observer) 
22. Katie McColgan, Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints 
23. Liz Davies, Community Engagement Worker, Parish of Pontypridd 
24. Mark Isherwood AM 
25. Mike Hedges AM 
26. Mohammed Muhit 
27. Nick Sandford, Managing Chaplain, Public Sector Prisons Wales 
28. Peredur Owen Griffiths, Cytûn 
29. Philip Manghan, Archdiocese of Cardiff 
30. Ralph Upton, Blaenycwm Chapel 
31. Rheinallt Thomas, Free Church Council of Wales 
32. Russell George AM 
33. Ryland Doyle, Office of Mike Hedges AM 
34. Sam Pritchard, Evangelical Alliance Wales 
35. Simon Plant, Thirtyone Eight (CCPAS) 
36. Simon Prince, former Chief Constable (panellist) 
37. Stanley Soffa, South Wales Jewish Representative Council 
38. Steve Jones, HMPS Cardiff 
39. Suzy Davies AM 

Apologies: 



1. Bishop June Osbourne, Church in Wales 
2. Heather Aboulgasem, Welsh Muslim Cultural Foundation 
3. Lester Freckleton 
4. Llyr Gruffydd AM 
5. Sally Thomas, Cytûn 

Minutes: 

1. Darren Millar AM opened the meeting and welcomed everyone. 
 

2. Darren gave updates on actions and developments from previous meetings 
 

3. Darren introduced Archbishop John Davies as speaker for the meeting as well as the two 
panellists: David Emery MBE from the Salvation Army and Simon Prince, former Chief 
Constable 
 

4. The Archbishop spoke on Criminal justice: Do prisons work? for 15 minutes 
 

5. A wide-ranging discussion was then held, chaired by Darren, in which views from the 
speaker, panellists and audience members were expressed. 
 

6. The group agreed the following four actions: 
 

i. To write to the First Minister to ask if he will keep the focus on adverse childhood 
experiences and what action plan he has in place to address people encountering 
ACEs in their childhood, given their potential impact it can have on the criminal 
justice system in the future  

 
ii. To write to the Welsh Government, asking what they are doing to engage with faith 

communities, particularly those with smaller projects, and to support them in 
helping to rehabilitate people, particularly in respect of the housing needs that 
former prisoners might have. 

 
iii. For David Emery from the Salvation Army to share a link to the Welcome Directory 

with information on how people can register their projects. It will then be circulated 
to the attendees at this event and to the membership of the Cross-Party Group on 
Faith. 

 
iv. For Mark Isherwood AM to tell the Cross-Party Group on Faith members to how they 

can get involved in the probation review that he referred to in the meeting. 
 

7. Darren closed the meeting. 
 


